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Why Mahara?

• Formative feedback

• Sustainability

• Academic Skills and Digital Skills

• Structuring the summative assessment



1
• Review module learning objectives, assessment criteria and indicative syllabus.

2
• Identify key digital literacy skills.

3
• Produce a draft of the portfolio in preparation for meeting with Learning Technologist (LT)

4
• Meet with LT to review draft and identify key functions and portfolio content.

5
• Produce Mahara portfolio template and provide access to all students.

6

• LT to work with Tutor to introduce students to their portfolio and support them in setting this up individually.

• Students to complete an initial self-assessment of their digital  literacy skills.

7

• Revisit key points from session with LT in second lecture and ensure all students are ready to use the portfolio.  
Support all students in uploading their first reflective log and PDF files (ensure all students have a scanning App 
on their mobile devices).



8

• At key points in the module Tutor to access portfolios and provide formative 
feedback.

9
• Continued collaboration with LT and tutor to support students with submission.

10

• Students to submit their portfolio and complete the end of module self-
assessment of digital literacy skills.

11

• Produce guidance for markers regarding key points to identify within the portfolio 
and support navigation.

12
• Markers to grade and give summative feedback to students.

13

• Request feedback from markers.

• Review Portfolio, assessment and feedback in preparation for 2019/20.



Development of digital literacy skills – student 
self-assessment

Start of module End of module

Green – confident             Dark blue – basic knowledge/will need support               
Yellow – nervous and unsure but will have a go Light blue – I have never done this/can not do this





What did the students think of Mahara?

It helps me to know 
where to put all my 
work. 
You can keep track of 

your development 

It’s all presented 
together so I can see 

what I have 
completed or what 
needs to be done. 

It allows me to see 
the progress that I 

have made 
throughout each 

session each week. 

Everything is in one 
place, and you can do 
a little bit each week 

Easy layout and easy 
to see what I have 
achieved and what I 
have left to do 

Easy to do each week 
which takes pressure 
off at end of module 


