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Festival of Learning

Experimenting with 
online teaching

Mark Daman Thomas 
ACL: Popular Music
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Here is what I said I’d do: 

● Module welcome videos on Moodle
● Hacks for engaging students on 

Teams using polls
● Clearer, cleaner online session 

design
● Using collaborative documents in 

breakout rooms
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Session plan:

11:45 - 11:52 - Presentation - Polls, session 
design, Moodle videos and online collaboration 

11:52 - 11:58 - Questions / discussion 
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Interactivity
These platforms are designed for interactivity and communication. 
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Poll 
(Anonymous) 
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Polls are a great and easy 
way of getting students to 
participate.  
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Compassionate pedagogy 

How motivated are you feeling atm? 

● Highly motivated! 
● Getting there 
● Struggling for motivation 
● Not motivated in any way at all, help! 
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Clearer instructions: 

Do you understand what I’m asking 
you to do? 

● Yes 
● No
● Sort of



10

Getting an understanding of the learning 
environment: 

What device are you using to view this lecture? 

● Laptop 
● Desktop 
● Tablet (iPad etc) 
● Phone 
● TV 
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Getting student perspectives: 

How much of a concern do you think music 
piracy is in 2020? 

● Huge concern 
● Growing concern
● Not much of a concern
● No concern at all 
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Cleaner design: 

Scheduling chunks of time. 

Welcome / 
intro 

Micro 
lecture 

Break Break Session 
wrap up

Task discussionTask 
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Student facing plan: 

13:15 - 13:30 Welcome and online expectations 
13:30 - 14:00 Marketing during a pandemic 
14:00 - 14:15 Break 
14:15 - 14:30 Fans, Direct-to-fan, Content Marketing
14:30 - 15:00 Data & Analysis task review 
15:00 - 15:15 Break 
15:15 - 16:00 Creative marketing project work 
16:00 - 16:15 Session wrap up / questions
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Staff facing plan: 
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Making Moodle a place where 
the students want to go 

Welcome 
video

Humanising the online 
environment  

https://moodle.glos.ac.uk/moodle/course/view.php?id=36389

https://moodle.glos.ac.uk/moodle/course/view.php?id=36389


Break out rooms 
+ shared slides  
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