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The 20-day countdown begins……..

Day 1

Day 20
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What’s the purpose of moderation? Bloxham et al. (2016)

Equity

Justification

Accountability 

Community building

https://eprints.qut.edu.au/84112/2/84112_ADIE_What%E2%80%99s the point of moderation_FINAL.pdf
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Day 1- 4: 

Pre-marking 

calibration

To be 

recorded for 

the EE on our 

Moderation 

Form
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Day 4 – 15: Marking
Moodle Feedback Box Template (as well as annotations, ~3 per page)

What you did well:

Areas of development for future assessments of this nature:

Further guidance:

• To get a better understanding of this feedback, please arrange a meeting with the marker. We are 
here to help. 

• The Student Achievement Team (email: studentachievement@glos.ac.uk) offer various academic 
skills workshops and one-to-one tutorials. You can book onto these by logging onto the Your 
Future Plan portal (or click here) and selecting ‘Appointments’.

• Referencing is an important skill for all modules and guidance on the APA7th style can be found 
in myglos help > IT and study support > Library resources (or click here).

mailto:studentachievement@glos.ac.uk
https://futureplan.glos.ac.uk/students/appointments/app/topic/35/day/2018/11/23?siteId=1
https://digiknow.glos.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/15947/mod_book/chapter/495/APA7_quickref_20-21v.2.pdf
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Day 15-17: 
Post-
marking 
moderation

University 
calls it:
‘initial 
moderation/ 
second 
marking’
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If there are 

no issues, 

the form is 

posted on 

Moodle, 

otherwise it 

is sent to 

the MT for 

action by ~ 

day 18
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Marking consistency: just a big pretence?
Bloxham (2009)

Proponents of this view might say:

• Embrace the subjectivity of judgement

• Don’t assume there is one correct mark for a piece of work

• Shift focus from individual assessments to the overall grade profile which is not 

affected much by one or two under- or over-marked assessments.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/248965698_Marking_and_Moderation_in_the_UK_False_Assumptions_and_Wasted_Resources
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New development: Whole Subject Community Calibration 
(vs. at assessment point level)

Literature review double-blind marked and 
grades sent by individual markers to ASL.

In a workshop led by Jenny Hill, grades 
were revealed, then discussion took place 
about values.

Mean: 48%
Range: 40 – 63%

This exercise was a mini version of the 
AdvanceHE Geography Toolkit (for 
calibration of standards)
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https://www.heacademy.ac.uk/download/geography-toolkit

