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NS5401 – Sociology in the Real World

• NS5401 is a Level 5 compulsory module that explores the importance and utility 
of sociology and sociological theory outside of the academy

• Level 5 BA Sociology LOs:

At Level 5 a student should be able to: 

1. Examine the processes that underpin social change and social stability. 

2. Evaluate the relationship between sociological theory, arguments and evidence 
in a range of contexts. 

3. Apply a range of research strategies and methods and assess the 
appropriateness of their use



NS5401 Assignment 001 adaptation

Links neatly back to Level 5 BA Sociology LO: Evaluate the relationship between sociological theory, arguments and 
evidence in a range of contexts e.g. in this instance, non-academic audiences

LO1: Examine the 
role that sociological 

theory plays in 
understanding ‘real 

world’ issues. 

2019-20: assessed via 2000-
word essay examining the 

role that sociological theory 
plays in understanding a 'real 
world' issue of the student's 

choosing.

2020-21: assessed via two 
1000-word blogposts that 

examine the role sociological 
theory plays in 

understanding two 'real 
world' issues.



Assessment 
brief A001

Due Friday 15th January 2021 by 3pm.

NS5401 Assignment 001 is two 1000 word blogposts that each:

Examine the role that social theory can play in understanding a 
‘real world’ issue.

• You may choose two of the ‘real world’ issues we have looked 
at in class or different issues (but please check with the module 
tutor whether your choice is suitable). Your blogposts must 
draw substantially on social theory and as such must include 
references to academic sociological literature which are 
accurately cited (the bibliography is excluded from the word 
count). Your blogposts also need to be written in an accessible 
manner to demonstrate how sociology can be understood by 
those outside of academia.

• You may choose theory/ies we have covered in this module or a 
different theory/ies (but if doing this, please check with the 
module tutor whether your choice is suitable).

• When submitting your assessment, you will upload a PDF of 
each blogpost to Moodle (when on your blogpost go to Print > 
Save as a PDF) then you will provide a direct link to your blog 
in the 'Online text' box.

• This assessment is individual and is worth 40% of the overall 
module mark.

LO1: Examine the role that 
Sociological theory plays in 
understanding ‘real world’ 
issues.



Assessment in 
the real world

• The blogposts are tangible outputs for students that 
are directly situated within the ‘real world’ context of 
an online blogging platform

• The students are then, themselves, demonstrating 
how to be sociologists in the ‘real world’ as well as 
examining the role that sociological theory holds in 
understanding ‘real world’ issues

• This has ensured that the assessment is sustainable, 
in that it meets their learning needs at the present 
whilst also supporting lifelong learning and ability to 
achieve tasks that hold relevance outside of the HE 
setting (Boud 2000, p.151). 



Some examples…







Legacy of this 
approach going 
forward

1. The ‘real world’ output of the assessment 
demonstrating utility outside of the 
university 

2. The development of online writing skills 
and writing for non-academic audiences 

3. The eventual creation of a departmental 
blog, hosted on glos.ac.uk, for use in 
outreach and recruitment


