


Garden Cities – A Call To Action 

• A proven idea (they have actually been built 
and originated in the UK) 

• Political support is forthcoming (in principle) 

• Investment capital is available over longer 
terms (if combined with certainty and scale) 

• Even a wave (of say 40) Garden Cities, will not 
fully stem the housing crisis 
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Garden Cities – A Call To Action 

The original Garden Cities: 

• 3,500 acres growing to 6,000 acres 

• No direct density comparison (change in 
household sizes) 

• Therefore 32,000 population capable of being 
housed in fewer units (Letchworth population 
the same today as planned in 1900’s) 



 



Garden Cities – A Call To Action 

The New Garden Cities: 

• Are encouraged to be locally initiated 

• Need to be delivered in the context of a 
national planning system 

• Are required at scale, with speed and without 
public sector grant funding 

…so how do we do this? 
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The Route Map: 

• Cultivates public opinion 

• Creates a political issue requiring a response 

• Uses national guidance to inform location 

• Provides an opportunity and a framework for 
local action 

• Works with land owners to identify sites 
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Achieving Political Consensus at a National Level: 
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A Royal Commission - Sifting to Identify Growth: 

• In proximity to major infrastructure 

• Adjacent to economic drivers 

• Away from significant (Environmental) 
constraints 

• In areas of economic need or housing pressure 

and potentially; 

• In areas of skilled labour and natural resource 
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Seizing the Local Opportunity: 
• Inviting locally elected mayors to 

champion the new cities 
• Work with established land-

owners to share the promotion 
• Potentially engage the HCA      

(S13 of the Housing and 
Regeneration Act 2008) 

• No single prescribed               
format for growth 
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